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GREAT LENT UG0 MU<L

THE CLOSED ALTAR (PAGYAL KHORAN)

Great Lent begins on Monday. The altar curtain will remain closed for the forty
days. In addition to the drawn altar curtain, Holy Communion will not be offered
during Divine Liturgy until Palm Sunday. (Should anyone desire Holy
Communion during Great Lent due to illness or some other emergency, please
contact Father Hovhan for special dispensation.)

In addition to these two major changes, the following changes will also take
place during the celebration of Divine Liturgy throughout the period of Great
Lent:
e There will be no Kiss of Peace.
e The Holy Gospel Book will not be venerated after service.
e The organ will not be played as congregants are departing from the
sanctuary at the end of service.
e Congregants will remain silent when exiting the sanctuary after worship
to respect those who remain to offer devotional prayers.
e Wedding are not celebrated.

MAS
MAS (Antidoron) is very thin unleavened bread of wheat, of any reasonable size
making it possible to be baked on a metal tray. It can be made by any member of
the congregation. It is distributed after the Liturgy to those of the congregation
who have not received communion. It is customary to take mas to the members
of one’s family and to friends, who have been unable to attend the Liturgy. Mas
symbolizes the bond of love among the members of the church.

Mas, meaning “a portion”, represents the remaining part if the loaf which the
faithful used to bring to Church in ancient times to be used as bread for the
Eucharist. A fraction (nshkhar) of this loaf was taken to consecration, while the
remainder was distributed among the congregation at the end of the Liturgy.

Tiran Abp. Nersoyan,
“Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church”
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SUNDAY OF THE STEWARD

SULSEUDP Ubh@Yh
SUNDAY., MARCH 15,2020 NO. 11/2020
Night Service 9:00 AM
Sunrise Service 10: 00 AM
Holy Badarak 10:30 AM
Bible Readings Isaiah 56:1-57:21; Ephesians 4:17-5:14; Luke 16:1-31
UbhLUWUb, UULS 15, 2020
Ghpbsuwyhlt dud 9:00
Uptiwmquih dud 10:00
Unipp Nuunupuig 10:30
Loptingnuittin Guwyh 56:1-57:21;  Gihtuwghbbipnih 4:17-5:14;
AniLjuu 16:1-31
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<N96<LTULEhUS - HOKEHANKEESD - REQUIEM SERVICE
For the soul of Richard Callian (2 years)
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PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK
Alexander Adajian Hoyle Green Nanci Perkhaus
Saro Anbarchian Michael Green Sofia Petrosyan
Andre, Servant of God Nargez Hamayak Antony Puckett
Naringul Caliscan Fred Harburg Virgie Jandegian Saskowski
Carolyn Conger Robert Lapointe Surpik Simon
Veronica Dadourian Cassandra Mitchell Vigen Ter-Avakian
Sam Davidson Varvara Movsesyan ~ Milan Thakkar
Seda Dilanjian Joy Nazarian Terre Tuzzolino
Rick Gergerian Shirley Omartian Kary Valenziano
Vartges Goorji Dn. Hagop Papazian  Carla Ziegler

If you know of anyone that needs our special prayers, please call the church
office (847) 864-6263 or Der Hovhan (847) 644-7389 so that their names can be
included on this list or if a name should be removed.

I
FEASTS AND FASTS

March 16-21 Fourth Week of Great Lent. Fast

March 18 Median Day of Great Lent (Meejeenk)

March 21 Commemoration of the Forty Holy Martyrs
I

NAME DAY CELEBRATIONS
Whenever you know a friend or loved one whose Name Day/Feast Day is soon to
be celebrated, honor the person by presenting them with a lit candle saying,
"Anoonovut abrees" or "Anoonovut dzeranas" ("May you grow old with your
name"). Or you can simply say, “Happy Name Day!”

NAME DAY celebrated this week: Mardiros, Martik, Manoug (March 21)



SUNDAY OF THE STEWARD

The fourth Sunday of Great
Lent is called the Sunday of the
Steward, and the message of the
day comes from the Parable of
the Unjust Steward. This
Parable is mentioned only in the
Gospel of St. Luke (16:1-13). In
the Parable, a wealthy man
learns that the steward of his
house (the supervisor of his
holdings) is squandering his
possessions. The rich man, then, calls forth the steward and asks for an
accounting of his possessions, having already decided to release him from
employment.

The steward, realizing that he may soon be without work, begins to act properly
so that in the near future, if he is indeed fired, others may accept him into their
homes. He calls forth those men who are in debt to his employer and relieves
them of certain portions of their debts. Upon learning of this ploy, the wealthy
man praises the steward for his contrivance rather than chastising him for it.

At first glance, there appears a great contradiction in the master’s
commendation. But the unjust steward grants back to the debtors only that which
he had added to the original debt owed his master for his own gain. Thus, the
wealthy man is not injured by the actions of his steward. The master praises the
steward for foregoing the gains he would have otherwise realized through these
improper transactions. Here, high praise is given not only for the steward’s just
behavior but for his resignation and his abstaining from future sinful behavior,
personal qualities that are at the heart of the self-sacrifice we make during Great
Lent.

Thus, Lent teaches mankind about the ability we each have to resign ourselves
from all forms of temptation, the beginning of which is self-control and self-
denial, even if we have been living sinfully. Christ says, “If any man will come
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me” (Matthew
16:24). This parable reminds every one of us that the journey towards salvation
must include self-control and resignation. The allegorical meaning of the parable
involves the wealthy man symbolizing God and the unjust steward symbolizing
the sinner. For an extended period of time, the sinner carelessly wastes the graces
granted by God until God finally calls him forth for an accounting of his life. The
unjust steward symbolizes all of us who, upon regretting our own actions, forgive
those who have sinned against us and become true seekers of righteousness and
justice.
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COMMEMORATION OF THE FORTY HOLY MARTYRS
The Forty Holy Martyrs who perished c. 320 AD were Christians from various
towns and cities of Lesser Armenia. They served as soldiers in the royal regiment
of Sebastia. Upon the decree of the Roman Emperor Likianos, interrogations
were organized by Lucias, Duke of Caesarea, to discover the Christian soldiers.
Forty of the soldiers remained steadfast in their faith, defied the judges by their
brave answers and were imprisoned. On a cold winter night, the soldiers were
thrown into a lake near Sebastia to freeze them to death.
At dawn, halos are seen encircling the heads of the soldiers. One of the guards
charged with the execution of the forty, upon witnessing the holy phenomenon,
accepts Christ and throws himself into the lake to be martyred along with the
others. In the morning, it becomes apparent that through a divine miracle, the
forty soldiers have been saved from freezing. This infuriates their captors who
execute them thus making them martyrs. (One of the forty soldiers, being unable
to endure the torments, comes out of the water and finds refuge in a bathhouse
built on the banks. The lone soldier dies and is deprived of both earthly and
heavenly life.)
The martyrs’ remains are buried in Sebastia, where subsequently a forty-domed
Cathedral is built. The Cathedral of Sebastia stood for nearly one thousand years
until the invasion of Tamerlane and the Mongols at the end of the 14th Century.
The name Forty Martyrs Cathedral has survived to this day.
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MEDIAN DAY OF GREAT LENT (MEEJEENK)

As established by Archbishop Malachia Ormanian, the 24th day (or the fourth
Wednesday) of Great Lent marks the halfway point of this most sacred season.
From the halfway point forward, a number of hymns written by the composer
Stegh are sung during the Peace Service held in the evenings on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Another Meejeenk custom involves a folk tradition in
which the housewife of every household bakes an unleavened cake and puts a
coin in it while baking. The rest of the year will be successful for the family
member who finds this coin in his/her portion of the cake.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
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Isaiah 54:11-55:13
Thus says the Lord: “Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my salvation
will come, and my deliverance be revealed. Blessed is the man who does this,
and the son of man who holds it fast, who keeps the sabbath, not profaning it, and
keeps his hand from doing any evil.”

Let not the foreigner who has joined himself to the Lord say, “The Lord
will surely separate me from his people”; and let not the eunuch say, “Behold, 1
am a dry tree.” For thus says the Lord: “To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths,
who choose the things that please me and hold fast my covenant, I will give in
my house and within my walls a monument and a
name better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name which
shall not be cut off.

“And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister him, to
love the name of the Lord, and to be his servant, every one who keeps the
sabbath, and does not profane it, and holds fast my covenant—these I will bring
to my holy mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt
offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house shall be
called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord God, who gathers the
outcasts of Israel, I will gather yet others to him besides those already gathered.”

All you beasts of the field, come to devour—all you beasts in the forest.
His watchmen are blind, they are all without knowledge; they are all dumb dogs,
they cannot bark; dreaming, lying down, loving to slumber. The dogs have a
mighty appetite; they never have enough. The shepherds also have no
understanding; they have all turned to their own way, each to his own gain, one
and all. “Come,” they say, “Let us get wine, let us fill ourselves with strong
drink; and tomorrow will be like this day, great beyond measure.”

The righteous man perishes, and no one lays it to heart; devout men are
taken away, while no one understands. For the righteous man is taken away from
calamity, he enters into peace; they rest in their beds who walk in their
uprightness. But you, draw near hither, sons of the sorceress, offspring of the
adulterer and the harlot. Or whom are you making sport? Against whom do you
open your mouth wide and put out your tongue? Are you not children of
transgression, the offspring of deceit, you who burn with lust among the oaks,
under every green tree; who slay your children in the valleys, under the clefts of
the rocks? Among the smooth stones of the valley is your portion; they, they, are
your lot; to them you have poured out a drink offering, you have brought a cereal
offering. Shall I be appeased for these things? Upon a high and lofty mountain
you have set your bed, and thither you went up to offer sacrifice. Behind the
door and the doorpost you have set up your symbol; for, deserting me, you have
uncovered your bed, you have gone up to it, you have made it wide; and you have
made a bargain for yourself with them, you have loved their bed, you have
looked on nakedness. You journeyed to Molech with oil and multiplied your
perfumes; you sent your envoys far off, and sent down even to Sheol. You were
wearied with the length of you way, but you did not say, “It is hopeless”; you
found new life for your strength, and so you were not faint.



Whom did you dread and fear, so that you lied, and did not remember
me, did not give me a thought? Have I not held my peace, even for a long time,
and so you do not fear me? I will tell of your righteousness and your doings, but
they will not help you. When you cry out, let your collection of idols deliver
you! The wind will carry them off, a breath will take them away. But he who
takes refuge in me shall possess the land, and shall inherit my holy mountain.

And it shall be said, “Build up, build up, prepare the way, remove every
obstruction from my people's way.” For thus says the high and lofty One who
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and
also with him who is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite. For I will not contend forever, nor
will I always be angry; for from me proceeds the spirit, and I have made the
breath of life. Because of the iniquity of his covetousness I was angry, I smote
him, I hid my face and was angry; but he went on backsliding in the way of his
own heart. I have seen his ways, but [ will heal him; I will lead him and requite
him with comfort, creating for his mourners the fruit of the lips. Peace, peace, to
the far and to the near, says the Lord; and I will heal him. But the wicked are like
the tossing sea; for it cannot rest, and its waters toss up mire and dirt. There is no
peace, says my God, for the wicked.”

Ephesians 4:17-5:14

Now this I affirm and testify in the Lord, that you must no longer live as
the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds; they are darkened in their
understanding, alienated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in
them, due to their hardness of heart; They have become callous and have given
themselves up to licentiousness, greedy to practice every kind of uncleanness.
You did not so learn Christ!'—assuming that you have heard about him and were
taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus. Put off your old nature which belongs to
your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful lusts, and be renewed
in the spirit of your minds, and put on the new nature, created after the likeness of
God in true righteousness and holiness.

Therefore, putting away falsehood, let everyone speak the truth with his
neighbor, for we are members one of another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let
the sun go down on your anger, and give no opportunity to the devil. Let the
thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his hands,
so that he may be able to give to those in need. Let no evil talk come out of your
mouths, but only such as is good for edifying, as fits the occasion, that it may
impart grace to those who hear. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in
whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness and wrath
and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, with all malice, and be
kind to one another, as God in Christ forgave you.

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as
Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to
God. But fornication and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named
among you, as is fitting among saints. Let there be no filthiness, nor silly talk,
nor levity, which are not fitting; but instead let there be thanksgiving. Be sure of



this, that no fornicator or impure man, or one who is covetous (that is, an
idolater), has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. Let no one
deceive you with empty words, for it is because of these things that the wrath of
God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not associate with them,
for once you were darkness, but now you are light (for the fruit of light is found
in all that is good and right and true), and try to learn what is pleasing to the
Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them.
For it is a shame even to speak of the things that they do in secret; but when
anything is exposed by the light it becomes visible, for anything that becomes
visible is light. Therefore it is said, “Awake, O sleeper, and arise from the dead,
and Christ shall give you light.”

Luke 16:1-31

He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a steward, and
charges were brought to him that this man was washing his goods. And he called
him and said to him, *"What is this that [ hear about you? Turn in the account of
your stewardship, for you can no longer be steward.! And the steward said to
himself, "What shall I do, since my master is taking the stewardship away from
me? [ am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided
what to do, so that people may receive me into their houses when I am put out of
the stewardship.! So, summoning his master's debtors one by one, he said to the
first, "How much do you owe my master?' He said, "A hundred measures of oil.'
And he said to him, "Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty." Then
he said to another, *'And how much do you owe?' He said, ‘A hundred measures
of wheat.! He said to him, "Take your bill, and write eighty.! The master
commended the dishonest steward for his shrewdness; for the sons of this world
are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. And
I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous mammon, so that
when it fails they may receive you into the eternal habitations.

“He who is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and he who is
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been
faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will entrust to you the true riches? and
if you have not been faithful in that which is another's, who will give you that
which is your own? No servant can serve two masters: for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other.
You cannot serve God and mammon.”

The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all this, and they scoffed
at him. But he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men,
but God knows your hearts; for what is exalted among men is an abomination in
the sight of God.

“The law and the prophets were until John; since then the good news of
the kingdom of God is preached, and every one enters it violently. But it is easier
for heaven and earth to pass away, than for one dot of the law to become void.

“Every one who divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery,
and he who marries a woman divorced from her husband commits adultery.

“There was a rich man, who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who

feasted sumptuously every day. And at his gate lay a poor man named Lazarus,



full of sores, who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table;
moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. The poor man died and was carried
by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried; and
in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes, and saw Abraham far off and
Lazarus in is bosom. And he called out, "Father Abraham, have mercy upon me,
and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I
am in anguish in this name." But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that you in your
lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner evil things; but
now he is comforted here, and you are in anguish. And besides all this, between
us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in order that those who would pass from
here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to us. And he said,
“Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house, for I have five brothers,
so that he may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of
torment.! But Abraham said, "They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them." And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if some one goes to them from the
dead, they will repent.' He said to him, "If they do not hear Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be convinced if some one should rise from the dead.”

SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK

Monday Jeremiah 32:19-44

Tuesday Job 38:1-39:36

Wednesday  Exodus 3:16-22; Joel 3:1-8

Thursday 1 Corinthians 8:5-9:23

Friday Deuteronomy 9:11-23; Job 16:1-17:16; Isaiah 43:22-44:8

Saturday Wisdom 3:1-8; Nahum 2:1-4; Isaiah 43:1-3; Ephesians 6:10-18
Matthew 13:43-52

UPDATE YOU CONTACT INFORMATION

Dear Parishioners,

We are updating our contact lists and need your assistance. Please complete the
online form on our website www.stjamesevanston.org by February 29th so that
we can ensure we have your current information. Please complete the form
even if you previously provided this information as it will help us consolidate
the various lists that are maintained and improve overall communication to you
about Church services, ministries, and activities.

This information will be kept confidential and will not be shared.

Should you have any questions, please contact the Church office
at office(@stjamesevanston.org.

PARISH COUNCIL’S WISH LIST
Wireless projector for the Nishan Hall. Not pledged


http://www.stjamesevanston.org/
mailto:office@stjamesevanston.org

JOURNEY TO PASCHA
2020 Great Lent
Wednesdays, March 18, 25 and April 1 at 7:00 PM
Peace and Rest Services
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ALTAR GUILD WISH LIST
Donate Your iPad

Please consider donating your gently used iPad to St. James for use in morning
worship services. The church has an immediate need for several of these handy
tablet computers: The larger models (12.9-inch screens) are needed for notes on
the Divine Liturgy service and accompanying music. Smaller models (10.2-inch
or 9.7-inch) can be used to replace printed notebooks for the choir. In-kind
donations to the church are tax deductible at fair market value. Please contact Fr.
Hovhan for more information.

ST. JAMES PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman: Robert Simon besimon@wowway.com
Vice Chair: Lisa Esayian lesayian@kirkland.com
Treasurer: Sedrak Pashyan pashyan_s@hotmail.com
Assistant Treasurer:  Vartan Paylan vartanp(@gmail.com
Secretary: Deborah DerAsadourian derfamily@wowway.com
Assistant Secretary:  Anoushik Anna Zakarian  anna@annazl.com
Council Member: Paula Erickson perickson@dentaltech.com
ALTAR FLOWERS

Please consider donating flowers to adorn the Holy Altar. You may either bring
flowers or make a monetary donation towards the purchase. Sign-up sheet is in
Nishan Hall.

FREE SUNDAY PARKING HAS RETURNED!
Free Sunday parking at City meters and pay stations has returned as part of the
City's 2020 Adopted Budget.

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN

St. James Church is committed to Creation care. Please recycle this bulletin by
taking it with you and use the information throughout the week or leave it at the
back of the sanctuary. You can also deposit it in the recycling receptacle in the
Nishan Hall as you leave. Thank you!
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