For St. James Sunday School Students – 2/21/2021
Sunday School continues with 1 p.m. Zoom connection
For our 23nd session of the 2020-21 school year, please join us at 1 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 21, for
a virtual get-together to talk about how we can observe Great Lent to ready ourselves for
commemorating the crucifixion and resurrection of our Savior on Easter. We also will discuss
the sin of Adam and Eve that resulted in God kicking them out of the Garden of Eden. Please
check out the interesting video at this link. Please join us:
Meeting Link, ID and Passcode for 1 p.m. Sunday

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85394114618?pwd=N1IrZzNXM0tNdEt1VFd6TTczRTBJ
QT09
Meeting ID: 853 9411 4618
Passcode: 9bRx57

Bible Readings for Sunday, Feb. 21
From Today’s Readings
Matthew 5: 17-48 Having just proclaimed the Beatitudes -- an astounding list of promised
blessings -- Jesus clarifies that these do not replace the Law, but rather fulfill it, bringing it to
completion. Sins such as murder and adultery begin in the heart; honor, justice and commitment
need to be taken seriously. Discuss/reflect: Jesus asks us to be completely reconciled with others
before we honor God at the altar (23-24). What might this prompt us to do before we receive
Holy Communion? (Consider those we have hurt and heal our differences.)
Romans 12:1-13:10 A beautiful companion reading to Jesus’ teachings about the Law, St. Paul
asserts that the Torah is no longer the norm for conduct, rather it is love that must guide our
behavior; love is the true “fulfillment of the law.”(13:10) Discuss/reflect: In verses 12:9-21,
which two commands are the easiest for you to keep? Which two the hardest? For
primary/elementary grades: Read 12: 9-21 from a children’s Bible. Make mini-posters by
choosing a simple phrase from this reading for children to illustrate. (Be happy! Share with
others! Pray!)
Isaiah 33: 2-22 In the shadow of Israel’s enemy Assyria, Isaiah pleads for God’s power and
presence, trusting that he will appear in all his majesty as lawgiver, judge and king.
Discuss/reflect: What qualities of God in vv 2 and 3 are reflected in the titles given to him in v.
22? (God is gracious, strong, a source of salvation and terrifyingly great power; these qualities
are reflected in his title of judge, lawgiver and king).

Internal Information

Today is the Sunday of the Expulsion
This Sunday invokes the loss of happiness as Adam and Eve are driven out of Paradise.
The day’s hymn recounts how the forbidden fruit tasted of sin and death. Our ancestors knew
they had made a mistake after eating the fruit, for they were ashamed of their nakedness and
foolishly tried to cover themselves and hide from God. The notion that they were wiser than God
in deciding to eat the fruit of the “knowledge of good and evil” is at the heart of every sinful
thought or action to this day. We often experience this in daily life. And when we do something
we’re not proud of, facing God is indeed difficult. Expulsion Sunday reminds us of our original
exile from God’s presence but an exile that His loving mercy will not let us endure forever. Great
Lent is a unique opportunity to ponder God’s absence even as we seek Him in 40 days of prayer
and reflection. Read Genesis 3. In verses 1-5, the serpent undermines Eve’s trust in God; what
erodes your trust in God?

For a video about Adam and Eve being banished from the Garden, please click this link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POpB_s9V8Ak
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