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ACYOA Day

Held every Palm Sunday, the purpose of ACYOA Day is to focus attention on the vitality of the
organization, its members, its accomplishments, and its role in the local parish community. It is
also an opportunity for the ACYOA to promote its programs and honor individuals who have
made an impact on youth in the Church. ACYOA Day is primarily celebrated in the local
parish.

About the ACYOA

The ACYOA is a Christ-centered organization whose goal is to create among young adults a
greater sense of spiritual culture and tradition, and to instill within its members, a true spirit of
civic mindedness.

The purpose and role of the ACYOA, in the context of the Diocese of the Armenian Church, is
vital importance, as it is charged with preparing and equipping young adults to participate in
leadership capacities.

However, in order to do this, the Organization must educate its members about the teachings of
the Armenian Church and the history of her people. It must motivate and stimulate creative
thinking and illustrations of faith among its members by providing vehicles through which they
may express themselves and demonstrate their faith, abilities, skills, interests, concerns, and
willingness to try.

These vehicles must enable them to build friendships and lasting relationships. The
Organization must develop programs through which members participate, receive information,
feel a sense of belonging, experience meaningful relationships, and be exposed to the Armenian
Church and her rich, cultural heritage. These programs must be diverse and they must lead
young Armenian adults in the direction of future participation and leadership within parishes
and Church at large.

History of the ACYOA

The Armenian Church Youth Organization of America (ACYOA) is the national youth program
of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America. It was created on January 12, 1946 in
Providence, Rhode Island. The ACYOA emerged from the foundation of the then many local
Junior Leagues and clubs that were formed for the young people of the parishes of the
Armenian Church.

World War Il interrupted the activities of these local groups, many of which were simply
inactive during those difficult years. With the termination of the war, a renewed necessity took
place of reorganizing the local parish youth groups. His Eminence Archbishop Tiran Nersoyan,
the newly-elected Diocesan Primate, wholeheartedly took on the challenge of a problem which
was causing the elders of the communities to question the future of the Armenian Church in
America. This challenge was carried by Archbishop Tiran to the American-Armenian youth. To
all communities, he passed on the informing spark, so important to the creation and
continuation of activities for this new organization. The culmination of all this activity and
work took place at the "Constitutive Assembly" of Armenian Church youth, held in Providence,
Rhode Island, on January 12, 1946.



