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SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2020 NO. 51/2020
Morning Service 9:00 AM

Holy Badarak 10:00 AM

Bible Readings Isaiah 40:18-31; Hebrews 4:16-5:10; Luke 18:9-14

YhUYh, 26YSCULE! 20, 2020

Upuontiwb dund  9:00

Unipp Muwunwpwg  10:00

Cupbpgnidubp Guuyh 40:18-31; Gppuytghtbpnih 4:16-5:10;
Anijuu 18:9-14
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<NA6ULAPUS - HOKEHANKISD - REQUIEM SERVICE
Scripture Reading: John 12:24-26 (page 59)
For the souls of:
Archbishop Sebouh Chouldjian

Martyrs who perished in the war against the unjust enemy
in Artsakh and in Armenia

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK

Alexander Adajian Michael Green Dn. Hagop Papazian
Saro Anbarchian Nargez Hamayak Nanci Perkhaus
Andre, Servant of God  Fred Harburg Sofia Petrosyan
Naringul Caliscan Leo Harootyan Antony Puckett
Carolyn Conger Robert Lapointe Virgie Jandegian Saskowski
Veronica Dadourian Melina Loloyan Surpik Simon

Sam Davidson Pat McCoy Vigen Ter-Avakian
Seda Dilanjian Cassandra Mitchell Milan Thakkar
Linda Farsakian Wall Varvara Movsesyan Terre Tuzzolino
Rick Gergerian Joy Nazarian Kary Valenziano
Vartges Goorji Shirley Omartian Carla Ziegler

Hoyle Green

If you know of anyone that needs our special prayers, please call the church
office (847) 864-6263 or Der Hovhan (847) 644-7389 so that their names can be
included on this list or if a name should be removed.



MAS
MAS (Antidoron) is very thin unleavened bread of wheat, of any reasonable size
making it possible to be baked on a metal tray. It can be made by any member of
the congregation. It is distributed after the Liturgy to those of the congregation
who have not received communion. It is customary to take mas to the members
of one’s family and to friends, who have been unable to attend the Liturgy. Mas
symbolizes the bond of love among the members of the church.

Mas, meaning “a portion”, represents the remaining part if the loaf which the
faithful used to bring to Church in ancient times to be used as bread for the
Eucharist. A fraction (nshkhar) of this loaf was taken to consecration, while the
remainder was distributed among the congregation at the end of the Liturgy.

Tiran Abp. Nersoyan,
“Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church

FASTING FOR HOLY COMMUNION

The Holy Communion is one of the important sacraments for the salvation of
Christians and for the nourishment of our souls. Holy Communion is a sacrament
by which the believer receives Christ’s Body and Blood in the form of bread and
wine for remission of sins and the reception of eternal life. It is offered to the
faithful during the celebration of Badarak. For person in good health, it is
necessary to fast, abstain from food and participate in the sacrament of
Confession before receiving Holy Communion. For those of ill health who are on
special medication, a light breakfast is permitted. Fir the evening Badarak, fasting
should begin after the midday meal and continue until the evening Badarak has
been celebrated.

BADARAK PEW BOOKS

Dear Parishioners, as a precautionary measure we have collected the pew books
that were previously used to follow Badarak. We are happy to inform you that the
electronic version of the book is avaialable in our DESILK mobie app

The app is avaialable for both Apple and Android devices.

Android users can download the Apple users scan the code below.
app from Google Play store.

DESILK connects users to a variety of helpful resources: details about upcoming
events, the latest posts on St. James' Facebook page, photo galleries and other
relevant content. You can share the link to the app via Twitter, Facebook or
email.




FEASTS AND FASTS

FEASTS AND FASTS

Monday, December 21
Commemoration of Saints Abraham and Khoren, Moneyless Physicians Cosmos
and Damian

Tuesday, December 22
Commemoration of Saint Theodoron the Martyr

Wednesday, December 23
Fast Day

Thursday, December 24
Commemoration of the Prophet St. David and Apostle St. James, brother of Jesus

Friday, December 25
Fast Day

Saturday, December 26
Commemoration of St. Stephen the Protodeacon and Protomartyr

SAINTS ABRAHAM AND KHOREN (CLERGY)

Two of the Leonite (Ghevontyants) clergy who subsequent to the Battle of
Avarayr were martyred by the Persians in the 5" Century.

SAINTS COSMOS AND DAMIAN, THE PENNILESS PHYSICIANS

Theodosia, the mother of these saints was a very pious woman whom the Greeks
inscribe in their calendar. Despite having been widowed she raised and educated
her five children with great care. Two of the youngest, Cosmas and Damian,
became doctors. The mother taught them in the true way that, "since you receive
freely, you shall give freely." They went forth and healed and drove out evil
spirits and they restored good health and proclaimed the Gospel. They were
arrested as Christians and subjected to severe tortures finally being martyred
through decapitation in 285 A.D. during the early reign of Emperor Diocletian.

NAME DAY CELEBRATIONS

Whenever you know a friend or loved one whose Name Day/Feast Day is soon to
be celebrated, honor the person by presenting them with a lit candle saying,
"Anoonovut abrees™ or "Anoonovut dzeranas" (“May you grow old with your
name"). Or you can simply say, “Happy Name Day!”

NAME DAY celebrated this week: Abraham, Khoren, Damian (December
21), David, James, Hagop, Jack (December 24), Stepanos, Stephen, Steven
(December 26).




SCRIPTURE READINGS

Buuwynt dupqupbnipinip 40:18-31

18 Upn, nud tdwikgphp Shpnop, n'1d idwh huniwpkghp tpwb: 19
URpt Yniep t Gtw, nphtt Yhpnb] b wpmbunwinpp, b jud
nulkphsp, dnykpn nulhl, wwwnb] b Gpub nuln] wwnlbph
tdwtniphtt nt JEpyuwpwip tiwny tpw: 20 Zhrubt £ wuthnbh
thwyint E pinpty B fubjp ot hiwpph nhuly, pk hiywyku jubqukguh
wylt, np sowpdnih: 21 Uhpk sjulighp nt shdwgup, h uljqpuik dkq
syyundnik'g, shuuljugu’p, pk m] hwuwnunnkg kplyph hhupbpp: 22
‘Luw L, np tunws £ Eplyph opowshphg Yhpke, b ptwlhsutipp tput
Unpbjuh swih Bb Gpblinud: ‘Lw E Jubqubgplk Gplhhupt htywyku
Juwdwp, 4qk] hswywku Jupwugnp tie hhdul] Epyhpp tpuw dke
ptwlnitnt hwdwn: 23 Lw k, np hojpwtubphtt wihojuwmtimipbwb £
nuunuyuwpunnid bt Ephpt wdwjugund, 24 npykugh subpdwuk
nL mniulbp smulkl, B bpwig wpdwwnp hnnh dkp shwuwnwwnnth:
Lw Ythsh tpwig Jpuy, B Ysnpubwl, nt thnpophlp jurhth tdwb
Upoh npuip: 25 «Upn, n'ud Unigkughp tdwikghlk) hud, nphb
qniquhuwiwuwp (huth»,— wund t Pupwykih Unippp: 26 Ugpubipy
ntwh kplyh tp pupdpugptp b nkuk'p’ 0 hwunuinkg wju wdkip,
n"1] uintindkg tpw hunwljwpgmphiip Uk hunpny b wihbuphb
nidny wdkl htish wmwny hp winiup. ny vh pub Swoéntly sh dunid
ipwihg: 27 U wuwy, 8wln'p, Jud' h’us bu uountd, bupuyty, pt
«bd gmtwyuphubpp qununuh dowghtt Uuwnénig, bt hd Uunniwsnp
Ykpugptg U hpunnibipbpt ni hinwgun»: 28 Upy, shuwugw p,
suighp, np juhubbwlwi Uunnuwsp, bphph  uwwhdwbibpp
hwuwnwwnnn Uunnwsp n's pung k qgnud ke n's b jngnd, apu
hdwuwnniphiit wbputtih £ 29 Lw pungusubphtt nid E wmwjhu,
puyg gut sniikgnnubphtt ' wpundmphi: 30 Gphunwuwpnibpp
pung yhuh qqu, dwnijukpp whinh jnqutl, pugpnhp dwpnhy
wlqop whwh nuntwb, 31 hull tpwbp, npnup Shpnot Gl
wwuwthinud, tnp nid whnh wnwbwb i tnp hEnnpubpny
qupnupniklt hyyku wpshibkp, whnh quqbl, puyg swhwnh
Inqukl, whinh quwl, puyg pung syhnh qquit:



Bppwykghttpnit 4:16-5:10

16Miptdt  hwdwpdwlmpbw dp  downkiwbp sunphph  quhhi,
nputugh nonpuniphit wnwbwbp b olinphp qubkup wuwnkh
wwnkl oqubint dkqh: 1Upnwpti, dwpnng dkokt wntiniws wdkh
puhwiwjuwbn wiwulmws t dwpgn’g hwdwp, npytugh
Uuwnnién) dwnniguk puswukp nt dknptpnt hwdwp gqnhtp: 204
lplwy hwuljugnn ppuy whnig np wigkn b dnpopbuy b,
npnihbntt h'tp w) hwdwlnmws t nljupmpbwudp. 3kt wju
wuwndwrn] wwpuunp Eoodknph  wwunwpwug  dunniguitk)
husuku dnnnynipnhtt hwdwp, tnjiygku wy hpkt hudwp: 40°s UEyp
hlpuhpkl unbt wju wuwwnhip, hwyw dhuyh w't np Jubsniws k
Uuwnnisdt, hiswtu Uhwpnt: 5SUnjuiygtu wy n's phk £phunn’u
thwpunnpkg huipghtip pwhwiuwyuybn ppuynmt hundwp, hwww
wt np puun hpkl. «dmt hd Opnhu bu, w'juop stwy phg»:
6hlisytu mphy whn Upt wy Ypuk. «knih juithnbwh pwhwiuyg bu'
Ubphutintih Yupght hwidbdww»: 704 hp dwpdhuht opkpp,
uwuwnhl] gnshiting ti wpgnitipny, wnbpuwbp nt wunuunwip
dunnmguikg winp np Jupnn tp dwhth hplylp qhlp. B
pigniimibgu’ hp pupbwywonnpbwt wungwnny : 8@tk hup
Npnh Ep, htwquunniphtt unpdtgut hp swpswpwupubtpku. 9nt tpp
Juunwpbw) Enu, juthnbbwlub hplniphtt uwndwntg pnjnp
hpkt  htwquinnnubpmi, 10t Uunmsdk  jnpenpentkigun
Luhwbwjuybn Ukphutntlh jupght hwdbdwn:

Inijuu 18:9:14
9Uw wnwl wy puur ndwhbg, npnip hpklp hpkig dpuy Yp
Juinwhthi pt wppup bb, & jubupgtht niphokpp. 10<Bplym
dwpy nwdwpp pupdpugut wnopkint, dkyp @uphubgh,
Uptup dwpuunnp: 11®wphubght Juyws kp b uw wku unoptp
hlpuppkl. “NY Uuwnniws, sunphwljwy &U phqut np mpho
dwupnng wku skd, juthpwnwlnn, wbhput, 2twgnn, Jud wy) wju
dwpuunnphtt whu. 12hwwyw swpwpp bplint wbqud énd Yp
wuwhbd, Bt wdpnne Ejuwuninhu nnwuwtnpnp §nt vmwd™ 13buly
dwpuunnpp hbpmtt juybws Ep, nt skp nighp wsptt wy
pupdpugly bpyhtp, hwww stskng hp Ympspp  Ypubp.
“Uuwnniw 6, ukpk hush dknuinphu”: 14Up juynnupupbd dkqh pk
wuhfu wjt dhuktt uwnbih wppupuguws howr hp wniup.
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npnjhbnte n'y np Yp pupdpugk hipghtp: whih untwphh, huy
n ] np ljp jeniuphtguk hipghip whwnh pupdpubugy:

Isaiah 40:18-31

To whom then will you liken god, or what likeness compare with you?
The idol! a workman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold, and casts for
it silver chains. He who is impoverished chooses for an offering wood that will
not rot; he seeks out a skilful craftsman to set up an image that will not move.

Have you not known? Have you not heard? Has it not been told you
from the beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the
earth? It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them like
a tent to dwell in; who brings princes to nought, and makes the rulers of the earth
as nothing.

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken
root in the earth, when he blows upon them, and they wither, and the tempest
carries them off like stubble. To whom then will you compare me, that | should
be like him? says the Holy One.

Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? He who brings
out their host by number, calling them all by name; by the greatness of his might,
and because he is strong in power not one is missing.

Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hid from the
Lord, and my right is disregarded by my God?” Have you not known? Have you
not heard? The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary, his understanding is unsearchable. He gives
power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.

Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall
exhausted; but they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk
and not faint.

Hebrews 4:16-5:10

Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on
behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He can
deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with
weakness. Because of this he is bound to offer sacrifice for his own sins as well
as for those of the people. And one does not take the honor upon himself, but he
is called by God, just as Aaron was.

So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was
appointed by him who said to him.

“You are my Son, today I have begotten you;” as he says also in another
place,

“You are a priest forever, after the order of Melchizedek.”



In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered us prayers and supplications, with
loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was
heard for his godly fear. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through
what he suffered; and being made perfect he became the source of eternal
salvation to all who obey him, being designated by God a high priest after the
order of Melchizedek.

Luke 18:9-14
He also told his parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous and despised others: “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself, "God, | thank you that | am not like other men, extortioners, unjust,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. | fast twice a week, | give tithes of all
that | get.'" But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes
to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!" 1 tell
you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every
one who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be
exalted.”
SCRIPTURE READINGS FOR THIS WEEK

Monday: Wisdom 5:15-17; Lamentation 3:22-56;
2 Timothy 3:10-15; Luke 12:32-40
Tuesday: Proverbs 10:1-6; Isaiah 56.3-7;

2 Timothy 2.3-10; Matthew 10:16-22
Wednesday: Hebrews 5:11-6:8; Luke 18:18-27

Thursday: 2 Samuel 5:1-10; 1 Kings 2:1-11; Ezekiel 34:23-27;
James 1:1-12; Matthew 22:41-46

Friday: Hebrews 6:9-7:10; Luke 19:1-10
Saturday: Acts 6:8-8:2; John 12:24-26

MAKING DISCIPLES OF CHRIST
Stewardship, whether it takes the form of time, talent or treasure, is at the center
of church life. It’s the inherent selflessness involved in being a steward that
allows a parish to grow and flourish. It’s what ensures that the faithful can keep
their oil lamps burning and their community healthy and vibrant.

For those who have already become 2019 stewards, we thank you again for your
support. Through your generosity, St. James is on its way to meeting its
2019 stewardship goal. For those still considering stewardship, we encourage you
to become part of this growing family of donors. No pledge is too small and can
be divided into smaller donations throughout the year.

And if you have already pledged, please remember to honor your pledge before
the end of the year. Should you have any questions, please contact Der Hovhan or
any Parish Council member.
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ST. JAMES ARMENIAN CHURCH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Academic Year 2020-2021

EVERY SUNDAY
All ages are welcome!
Classes are being offered via zoom and outdoors.

Sunday, December 27, 2020

FEAST OF ST. STEPHEN,
THE PROTODEACON AND THE FIRST MARTYR

Divine Liturgy begins at 10:00 am
Deacons and stole-bearers’ dedication service
Prayer of intercession
Veneration of the relics of St. Stephen the Protomartyr

SCHEDULE OF NEW YEAR AND NATIVITY SERVICES

FRIDAY, JANUARY 1, 2021
NEW YEAR’S DAY

Pontifical Prayer and 12:00 noon
Blessing of Pomegranates

TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2021
EVE OF THE FEAST OF THE NATIVITY
Candlelight Badarak 6:30 PM

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 6, 2021

FEAST OF THE THEOPHANY AND NATIVITY
OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

Morning Service 9:00 AM
Holy Badarak 10:00 AM
Blessing of Water




FROM FR. HOVHAN

FAMILY BLESSING

One of the holy traditions of the Armenian Church is the Home Blessing Service,
which according to St. Gregory of Datev was established by Our Savior Jesus
Christ, when after His Resurrection He entered the upper room and blessed the
disciples. When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors
of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus
came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." (John. 20:19). During
the apostolic times, the twelve apostles of Jesus visited the homes of the faithful to
bless them and to spread the good news of Christ’s birth and His Resurrection.
Likewise their followers - priests and bishops, entered the homes of the faithful on
the occasions of Christmas (Theophany) and Easter (Holy Resurrection) to tell the
good news of our Lord’s Nativity and to bless them and their homes through a
special Service.

Through the Home Blessing Service, the house of the faithful becomes a small
church. “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”
(Philippians 1:2). During the Service the priest prays to God and asks Him to keep
the home, its inhabitants, and the children in good health, so that they live a devout
life, glorify the name of Almighty God and heighten the Holy Church.

Since March, | have not been able to conduct home blessings because of the
pandemic. During the warm days of summer and fall, however, | was able to make
a few porch and backyard visits and conduct Antasdan (blessing of the fields) in
your gardens. The weather does not allow me to continue doing this, and the
numbers in our area continue to make it inadvisable to enter your homes at least for
the immediate future.

But all is not lost: | invite you to schedule a time for your family to visit St. James
during the week or over the weekend to receive the blessings of the church. During
your brief visit, 1 will conduct a family blessing service and bless a piece of bread
and a small container of salt that you can take back home along with a candle. This
way we can keep up our tradition of seasonal home/family blessings in a safe
manner.

Please contact me directly to arrange your visit. If you decide to come, please keep
in mind that based on current regulations, everyone entering church must wear a
mask (unless a child is under two years old), sanitize their hands and maintain six-
foot social distancing. | will schedule only one family at a time, and the section of
the sanctuary we will be using will be disinfected after each visit.

Pl
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STEEPLE REPAIR PROJECT
Dear Parishioners,

Our spiritual home is in dire need of your help. St. James has stood watch over
the Armenian Community since 1944. The building has stood as a testament to
God since 1896 and has deteriorated to the point that urgent repairs are required.
The brick facade of the steeple is separating from the wall; the mortar has
crumbled and the windows are leaking into the vestibule of the hurch. Significant
work is required to restore the structural integrity of the front of the building
within and under the steeple.

These repairs need to be under way as soon as possible. Our community has
always been protected by the shadow of the Holy Church. This is OUR
opportunity to meet the church in her moment of need as she has been there for
every one of our life events.

You can donate toward this project by any of these methods:

1) Check, via the envelope mailed to your home

2) Cash, in person at the church any Sunday

3) Via our website www.stjamesevanston.org

4) Via Paypal www.paypal.me/stjamesvirtualfest20

STAINED GLASS WINDOW RESTORATION PROJECT

St. James Armenian Church is in the process of restoring all the stained glass
windows due to various issues; including individual stained glass pieces falling
out, rotted exterior window wood, and glass pieces that are broken or were
previously replaced with mismatched pieces. These windows are original to the
church.

The Parish Council and Building Committee chose Arttig, LTD to be the
contractor for this project. Arttig, LTD has completed other projects in the
Armenian community including designing and constructing church stained glass
windows and wood carved front doors.

We encourage as many parishioners as possible to participate, at any level your
family wishes, so that you, your family and the entire parish can share in the
legacy of this historic project.

We welcome as many families and parishioners as possible to donate towards
two altar windows, which have the highest restoration costs. Each parishioner or
family donating towards the altar windows will be recognized on a large group
plaque. The designations for the donor levels are: Cherub ($1,000 to $3,999);
Archangel ($500 to $999); Angel ($1 to $499).

We thank all of those that have donated and we thank you in advance for your
future donations. If you have any questions, please call the church office at (847)
864-6263.


http://www.stjamesevanston.org/
http://www.paypal.me/stjamesvirtualfest20

MEMBERSHIP

Many parishioners have told us that they would appreciate reminders about
membership dues. So, this is our second reminder of the year! Please take a
look at your checkbook or other records. If you have not yet submitted your
membership dues for 2020, now is a great time to send in your 2020 St. James
membership dues. Annual membership dues are $125 per person; $100 per
person over 65; $30 for students.

There are two easy ways to submit your membership dues. The first way is by
check, made out to St. James Armenian Church.

It’s also easy to send your membership dues or steeple contribution via St. James
website www.stjamesevanston.org

Thank you for helping our church to keep its memberships rolls up to date!

ALTAR FLOWERS

Please consider donating flowers to adorn the Holy Altar. You may either bring
flowers or make a monetary donation towards the purchase.

ST. JAMES PARISH COUNCIL 2020

Chairman: Robert Simon bcsimon@wowway.com
Vice Chair: Lisa Esayian lesayian@kirkland.com
Treasurer: Sedrak Pashyan pashyan_s@hotmail.com
Assistant Treasurer:  Vartan Paylan vartanp@gmail.com
Secretary: Nairy Hagopian nhagopian@dist113.org
Assistant Secretary:  Anoushik Anna Zakarian  anna@annazl.com
Council Member: Ohannes Korogluyan ohannes@aol.com

PLEASE RECYCLE THIS BULLETIN

St. James Church is committed to Creation care. Please recycle this bulletin by
taking it with you and use the information throughout the week or leave it at the
back of the sanctuary. You can also deposit it in the recycling receptacle in the
Nishan Hall as you leave. Thank you!

Writing above altar:
"Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you" (James 4:8)
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