For St. James Sunday School Students — 1211312020

Sunday School continues with 1 p.m. Zoom connection

Your Sunday School teachers hope you can join us and your classmates for a Zoom connection
this Sunday. As the school year unfolds, our No. 1 priority is to keep you and your families safe
and healthy. For our 14th session of the 2020-21 school year, please join us on Zoom at 1 p.m.
on Sunday, Dec. 13, for a half-hour virtual get-together to talk about ADVENT and keep each
other up to date on how things are going in these challenging times! Please remember to ask your
parents about Der Hovhan’s invitation for families to visit St. James during this special season.

Meeting Link, ID and Passcode for 1 p.m. Sunday

https://us02web.zoom.us/{/85187987251?pwd=0QXR6bk90elodWnZnZ1Bpc2ViYk03Zz09

Meeting ID: 851 8798 7251
Passcode: shyL92

Also, please view this video showing the festive song Jingle Bells, sung in Armenian!

December 19 is the Feast of St. Abkar, First Christian King

Ty g Popl as . The story of King Abgar is found in early
' . % histories including those of Eusebius of
Caserea and our own Movses Khorenatzi.
Then a prince of Edessa, Abkar was
purported to have given the magi a gift to
present to the baby Jesus. Decades later,
he had become gravely ill. Hearing of
Jesus’ miraculous healings and unable to
travel to Jerusalem, he wrote a letter
asking Him to come to Edessa, that he
: , # 88 might worship Him and be healed. Jesus
7 R, M D wrote back saying that while He could not
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Thaddeus to heal him in His name. (One of the legends is that the messenger bearing the letter
was also a painter and had created a portrait of Jesus which he brought with him. This portrait is
often included in images of Abkar.) The king was healed and baptized a Christian along with
several of his subjects. At every Badarak, he is remembered by name with other “saintly and
pious kings and God-loving princes.” Reflection: Pray as if you are writing a letter to Jesus.
What would you ask him to heal?

Internal Information


https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85187987251?pwd=QXR6bk90elo4WnZnZ1Bpc2VjYk03Zz09
https://youtu.be/SX2PAAj8ST0

Bible Readings for Sunday, Dec. 13

From Today’s Readings

Luke 17:1-10 Jesus continues to teach about true discipleship. Here he tells his disciples:

while sin is bound to happen, it would be very wrong to be the cause of it in someone else, 2)
forgive those who have hurt you and have asked for forgiveness (no matter how often!), 3) even
as you ask for more faith, know that a faith as small as a mustard seed still can work miracles
and 4) don’t be proud of your faithful acts, as you are simply following me and doing what you
should. Discuss/reflect: Jesus offers a “Basic Discipleship 101~ here with four foundational
points. Which one speaks to you?

Hebrews 1:1-14 The epistle writer enumerates the qualities of Jesus who is greater than the
prophets and the angels. He is the Son of God; he is the radiance of the Father’s glory even while
sharing in his same nature. Having cleansed us of our sins, He sits at the Father’s right hand.
With Him, God created the universe. Discuss/reflect: To counter heretical notions of his time,
the writer of Hebrews elaborates on how Jesus is greater than the angels. How would you
describe Jesus to yourself? To others?

Isaiah 38:1-8 King Hezekiah, ill and at the point of death, prays for healing. God restores the
King’s health and pledges protection to Jerusalem. Discuss/reflect: Yearning to be healed,
Hezekiah prays tearfully that he had walked with the Lord in faith, whole-heartedly, doing what
was “good in your sight”. (v 3). Would you be able to make that same declaration? Be specific.

For a video showing Jingle Bells sung in Armenian, please click this link:

https://youtu.be/SX2PAA|8STO
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