For St. James Sunday School Students
2/28/2021

Please Note Time Change: This Sunday Only, Noon

Sunday School continues with noon Zoom connection

For our 24th session of the 2020-21 school year, please join us at noon on
Sunday, Feb. 28, for a virtual get-together to talk about how we can observe Great Lent
to ready ourselves for commemorating the crucifixion and resurrection of our Savior on
Easter. We also will discuss the wonderful yet challenging Bible story about The
Prodigal Son. He skips town, spends his father’'s money, then comes crawling back to
beg forgiveness — and he gets it! Please check out the interesting video at this link.
Please join us:

Meeting Link, ID and Passcode for NOON Sunday
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89734752681?pwd=TBOVEhSS1VHUCtoSWpPQzdHbOhEQT09
Meeting ID: 897 3475 2681
Passcode: Zg4cMy

Today is the Sunday of the Prodigal Son

The first two Sundays of our Lenten journey depicted happiness (Paradise) and
then loss (the Expulsion). With this week’s parable we experience both. Much like Adam
and Eve, the younger son in this parable is not happy with what he has.

He wishes for the pleasures of a “distant country.” So he leaves his father and his
home, descends into suffering and despair and then returns, chastened by the
discovery that he had left behind what was best. The father reminds the resentful older
brother -- as the Father reminds us -- that true happiness is in living with him daily and
that all who return home are joyfully received.

It is a cliché that we never appreciate the things we have — good health,
meaningful work, loving friends and family — until we lose them. Jesus’ parables always
transform such simple, well understood realities into powerful metaphors for God’s love.
Reflection: Why do you think Jesus left the story open-ended as to how the older

brother responded to his father (vv 31-32)? How would you finish the story?
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Bible Readings for Sunday, Feb. 28
From Today’s Readings

Luke 15: 1-32 Among the instructive parables of losing and finding (sheep, coins), the
story of the Prodigal Son tells of a young man who leaves home for what he thinks will
be a better life. Defeated by his own selfishness and sin, he returns to his father who
joyfully greets him. His obedient older son is sullen — why the party for a prodigal? This
is a parable about the nature of God’s merciful love and the true rewards of being
faithful.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SNr5zJFngg
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89734752681?pwd=TjBOVEhSS1VHUCtoSWpPQzdHb0hEQT09

Discuss/reflect: Describe both sons. Why was the older son resentful? What didn’t he
understand about his own obedience and faithfulness?

2 Cor. 6:1-7:1 St. Paul humbly shares the character of his ministry, which is a “mixed
bag” of good and bad - glory and dishonor, sleepless nights and rejoicing, “having
nothing but possessing everything.” He advises believers to strengthen one another in a
shared life.

Discuss/reflect: What might it mean for someone to be poor but make others rich, have
nothing

but possess everything? (v.10)

Isaiah 54:11-55:13 God will restore Jerusalem to a beauty and value that is described
with images of precious jewels; he continues to promise his people all that they require
to be satisfied.

Discuss/reflect: Read 55:2 aloud. Reflect. Repeat these verses in your own words. In
what do you invest your money and labor that proves ultimately unfulfilling?

For a video about the Lost Son returning home to a warm welcome, please click
this link:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6SNr5zJFnqgg
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